teeth, nails and sweat glands are affected and those where only some of the ectodermal derivatives are affected. It would have been helpful had the key to these various subgroups been placed at the beginning of each section rather than buried in the section on definition and classification.
Each syndrome is described in detail and a proportion are illustrated with black and white photographs. Some of the disorders have only been described once in the literature, and the author's painstaking work in pulling all the syndromes together will be much appreciated. A great strength of the book is the reference section, which is comprehensive and up-to-date. A useful summary table is provided at the end of the book dealing with aetiology, where known, and whether heterogeneity has been described. This excellent volume ends with a brief introduction to the subject of genetic counselling.
This book can certainly be recommended for all medical geneticists, for dermatologists interested in the genodermatoses and it contains much of interest to paediatricians and physicians. It should be in the genetic or dermatology section of every medical library.
DIAN DoNN*M Consultant Clinical Geneticist Saint Mary's Hospital, Manchester
Cluster Headache N T Mathew (ed) pp 156 £23.50 ISBN 0-85200-648-9 Lancaster: MTP Press 1984 The American Society for the Study of Headache has an Annual Congress and this book is the publication of their course on cluster headache. Cluster headache is not often recognized because of its rarity, but it is no longer considered part of the migraine syndrome but a separate clinical entity.
The book begins with excellent chapters on history and nomenclature, followed by a chapter on clinical features. There are two chapters on therapies not much used in this country, viz. 'Histamine desensitisation' and 'Surgical therapy', but all 14 chapters are of interest.
All the contributors are well-known 'headachologists' from the US and the book can be recommended as a 'state-of-the-art' position.
F CLIFFORD ROSE They are clear enough to act as an introduction for clinicians with no knowledge of hypnosis, yet there is a wealth of material for the experienced therapist. A chapter for parents, nurses and physicians is followed by one on understanding hypnosis and hypnotherapy. How well the authors deal with this topic can be judged by the warm reports of team work throughout the book, and the fact that they only once encountered a negative response from a physician doing a diagnostic procedure. I particularly liked the discussion on sympathy and empathy in this section.
Throughout the work there is a profusion of case histories, aptly chosen to illustrate points in the text and listed in the index. Additional problems such as vomiting, anorexia and needle phobias are discussed, and there is a delightful account of the late Mr George Fairfull Smith's approach to dentistry in children.
The lasting impression is of the children themselves, many of whom had developed their own methods of coping with pain and distress. One hopes that their story will inspire greater use of hypnosis in helping others to endure regimens which improvements in prognosis make increasingly worthwhile.
H MARTIN THOMAS
President-elect Section of Medical & Dental Hypnosis
A Textbook of Radiological Diagnosis 5th edn Vol 1: The Head and the Central Nervous System G H Du Boulay (ed) pp 641 £48 London: H K Lewis 1984 This is the first volume of the eagerly awaited 5th edition of A Textbook of X-ray Diagnosis, known to most radiologists as 'British Authors'. The title has undergone the necessary change to allow for the inclusion of additional radiological techniques like ultrasound and magnetic resonance which do not employ X-rays, but the authorship remains exclusively British. There are 22 chapters in all, some under regional anatomical headings such as The Orbit, The Ear and Temporal Bone and The Normal Spine, others describing a particular technique such as angiography, myelography, pneumoencephalography, etc. It is not clear why the chapter on The Normal Teeth and Jaws is so-called, much of the discussion being of pathological conditions. Recent developments are well represented with chapters on digital angiography and nuclear magnetic resonance imaging. The inclusion of a chapter by a clinician will, I am sure, be well received, and this reviewer's only disappointment with Professor Marshall's contribution was due to its brevity! The presentation of the text and reproduction of radiographs and CT scan images are of high quality, and although a long gestation of the volume is suggested by the inclusion of many second-generation CT scans, this does not detract from the clear presentation of case material.
At the published price this book would seem to be a real bargain which furnishes a very comprehensive and up-to-date account of neuroradiological practice. Readership, and indeed ownership, of this and its companion volumes will of course be wide. Departmental libraries will automatically purchase this book and I suspect that many radiologists, preand post-Fellowship, will aspire to eventual ownership of the full edition which is likely to return 'British Authors' to its previous status as a standard work of reference.
A R VALENTINE Consultant Neuroradiologist Royal Free Hospital, London
